P.R.O.B.E.
the Topic

Expository Writing that Kids
Will Really Love!

Patty Engle

AP.R.O.B.E.is...

@==> a student made book of
individually chosen mini-
research topics

@==> 3 tool to introduce or
reinforce basic research skills

@==>a tool for practicing the
writing process using
expository text

@==>a tool that encourages
student choice which results  in
higher quality products

Getting Started

@==>Each student needs a “black
and white marbled” wide-rule
composition book

@==>Consider also having a wide-
rule single subject spiral
notebook for research notes  and
process writing




Setting up a P.R.O.B.E. Book

@==>Have students personalize
the title page of their book

@ Set up the “Table of
Contents”

@==>Begin stapling every other
page together

@&==>Time to get started!

What do | do first?

@==>Make a poster size version of
the P.R.O.B.E. Flowchart for  your
classroom

@==>Give each student a copy of
the P.R.0O.B.E. Flowchart

@==>Discuss each step with your
students
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Writing a P.R.O.B.E.

Step 1: TOPICS

@==>Brainstorm a topic list with

their family

@==> Set basic guidelines for

choosing topics

@==> Encourage kids to explore

new interests

@==> Write the topic list on the

LAST page of their spiral

Writing a P.R.O.B.E.

Step 2: RESEARCH

@==>Research notes are a

required part of the process.

@==>Keep all research notes in the

spiral notebook.

@==> Students can gather research

from any approved source.
@==>"Just the facts ma’am!”

Writing a P.R.O.B.E.

Step 3: WRITING PROCESS

@&==>Follow the standard writing
process.
1. Pre-writing (Brainstorming)

. Writing (Rough Draft)

. Responding (Sharing)

. Revising (Re-writing)

. Editing

(the final stages of the Writing Process will be

covered in last two steps of the P.R.O.B.E.
process)
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Prewriting (Planning)

@==>This first step of a P.R.O.B.E.
involves the planning, research, and
note-taking. Use what ever resource
material you have at your disposal -
books, magazines, the Internet,
encyclopedias - text and electronic.

Writing (Rough Draft)

@==>Using the copious notes they have
taken, the kids begin putting pencil to
paper and develop a two-page
(skipping every other line for
revising), five paragraph rough draft
expository paper on their chosen
topic.

Responding (Sharing)

@==>Have the students share their
writing with a classmate for
constructive input and ideas on
content and form. This is not the time
for editing - that will come later. Let
them share and exchange ideas with
a friend.




Revising (Rewriting)

@==> After sharing their P.R.O.B.E.

rough draft with a classmate,

students can then take the new ideas
and thoughts and revise their paper.

Encourage them to “Respond and

Revise” as often as they wish. Once
they have it just the way they want, it

is time for editing.

Editing

@==> Editing can be done by the

teacher, parent volunteers, or Peer

Editors (Class P.E.T.s) in the
classroom. To be a Class P.E.T.

(Peer Editing Team) a student must

prove mastery of the basic

conventions of writing, and be willing
to help guide a classmate through the

editing phase of the process.

Writing a P.R.O.B.E.

Step 4: Publishing
@==> Copy the edited P.R.O.B.E.

the right hand page of the
P.R.0O.B.E. Book

@==>Single space the page
@&==>One page minimum/maximum
@&=>Don't forget the TITLE!
@==>Encourage BEST handwriting

on




Writing a P.R.O.B.E.

Step 5: Art Work

@==>Draw a picture of the topic on

the left hand page, facing the

written work

@==>Encourage students to create a
border around the page

@==> Colored pencils ONLY!!!

@==>"| don’t grade artistic ability... |

grade effort!”

Example

Two-page layout of the inside of a
P.R.O.B.E. Book:

Lions
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lllustration Final Draft Text

Contact Info

Patty Engle
patty@todaysteacher.com
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